
West Sparta (like many other Towns in Livingston County) provides a trash/garbage collection and 

transfer facility in order to offer an alternative to residents whose household size and/or lifestyle does not 

warrant contracting with a rubbish and garbage removal service.  It is and always has been a goal for this 

service to be self-supporting.  That is, the program should neither generate a profit nor require non-using 

taxpayers to subsidize the service. 

 

The Town Of West Sparta Board, at their regularly scheduled Board Meeting on Thursday, August 11, 

2016, adopted the following resolution changing the Town’s Trash/Garbage collection policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board also adopted resolution 63-2016 establishing an implementation plan that details the identified 

West Sparta Trash bags (WSB) and facilitates transition to the revised policy.  The implementation plan 

includes the following key points. 

 

 1.  The bags measure 33” by 39” and are commonly known as 33-gallon trash bags.  The vendor 

classifies them as “Municipal Heavy Duty Can Liners.”  They are a perfect fit for the typical 32-gallon 

plastic or metal trashcan.  They are black and are printed on one side with a random repeat of “TOWN OF 

WEST SPARTA” such that they are both unique and readily identifiable.   

 

 2.  The present $3.00 trash stickers will no longer be available for purchase.  In the interim period 

prior to November 5, 2016 residents may pay for their trash drop off in any of the following three ways. 

  a. Apply a sticker as they have in the past, 

  b. Pay the volunteer helper $3.00 per bag, or 

  c. Use one of the new identified West Sparta Trash Bags. (If available.) 

 

2.  The West Sparta Trash Bags are expected to be available by early October and may be obtained 

from the Town Clerk at a cost of $3.50 each.  Stickers which residents previously purchased may be 

traded in for one West Sparta Trash Bag per sticker until December 31, 2016. 

 

 3.  As of November 5, 2016 the volunteer attendants at the facility will not be able to accept the 

previously used stickers or payment by cash or check.  Only trash/garbage contained in West Sparta Trash 

Bags will be accepted. 

Resolution number 62 - 2016 Revised Trash/Garbage Collection Policy 

 

 1. As of November 5, 2016 only non-hazardous household trash and/or garbage contained in 

identified and closed West Sparta Trash Bags (WSB) will be accepted at the West Sparta Transfer 

Station. 

 

 2.  The WSB must be effectively closed by twisting, tying, use of tie-wraps or by other 

suitable means such that they contain all trash/garbage and can be handled without spilling. 

 

 3. Only the authorized (and insured) volunteer attendants may transfer the trash bags from the 

resident’s vehicle to the Dumpster.  Before doing so, they will verify the use of identified West Sparta 

Trash Bags and determine that they are closed for handling. 

 



The change in policy addresses several issues or “problems” inherent with the previous policy. 

 

1. Attendant receiving cash (1) – During the winter, the volunteer attendant has to take off gloves 

in order to receive payment and make change.  The cold hands that result make this task difficult 

in addition to being uncomfortable. The changed policy does not require the attendant to handle 

any payment, eliminating the problem by allowing the gloves to remain on. 

 

2. Attendant receiving cash (2) – A recent audit of the Town’s financial procedures noted that there 

is no audit trail with attendants receiving payment and that it is inappropriate for other than the 

Town Clerk to accept any payments on behalf of the Town. The changed policy results in the 

attendant not handling any payment, allowing for a complete and thorough audit trail of monies 

received by the Town relative to trash/garbage collection activities.  (It should be noted that there 

has been no hint or suggestion of impropriety or dishonesty on the part of the volunteer attendants 

or the Town Clerk.) 

 

3. Use of thin/flimsy trash bags – Many residents use thin/flimsy plastic trash bags and seldom does 

a Saturday go by that the volunteer attendant does not have at least one of these bags tear open, 

resulting in disgusting garbage or cat litter spilling out, making a mess, and soiling his clothes.  

The only way the Town can address this problem is by providing suitable bags.   

 

4. Use of oversized trash bags – Some residents use large “industrial strength” plastic trash bags, 

which allows them much heavier bags, far exceeding 30 pounds.  The attendants are frequently 

told “let me get that; it’s heavy”.  The present program has always allowed an additional charge 

for bags over 30 pounds at the attendant’s discretion. But this is impractical and seldom happens.  

There is no scale available and having one outside would be impractical and would slow the 

handling. Further, unless every bag was weighed (except maybe the extremely obvious small ones) 

a resident may feel picked on or discriminated against if required to pay additional.  And, how is 

the attendant to determine how much additional payment is appropriate?  How is it applied if the 

resident is using a sticker?  Because there is no additional charge for over weight bags, those 

residents using small or reasonable bags are in effect subsidizing residents using heavier bags.  

 

5. Trash not contained in plastic bags – Residents sometimes bring unbagged trash and ask that it 

either be accepted without charge or (less frequently) ask how much it will cost them to leave it.  

For example vacuum cleaners, baby car seats, small appliances such as coffee machines and 

broilers, garden hoses, and the like are presented.  And on occasion they bring garbage cans with 

loose trash/garbage.  Without a policy, the attendants are left with no choices other than to refuse 

to accept it, arbitrarily set the cost at $3.00, or just throw it in the dumpster without charge.  A 

policy requiring the use of a pre-paid and closed WSB provides for a ready, fair, and consistent 

answer 

 

6. Rising cost of service – West Sparta has been able to hold the cost at $3.00 per bag for many 

years in spite of increases in service charges from Waste Management, largely through the use of 

unpaid volunteer attendants. The volume of trash received has increased over the past few years 

while the revenue received by the Town for this service has remained relatively flat.  The changed 

policy solves this problem by more closely tying the resident’s expense to the service received by 

that resident  (The increased cost of fifty cents is intended to offset the increased service charges 

and includes the bag.) 



 

 Background Information 

 

The Town Clerks of the other Livingston County towns were asked for details of their town’s 

trash/garbage collection program if they had one.  Responses show that Caldonia, Conesus, Geneseo, 

Groveland, Livonia, and Mount Morris all have a somewhat similar program. Some towns accept 

mattresses, bedsprings, refrigerators, tires, bikes, couches, lawnmowers, appliances, etc. at various costs.  

For comparison purposes, only the service charges for general household trash/garbage at these towns are 

noted.   

 

Caldonia – A 30 gallon bag = $2.50. A 55 gallon drum = $5.00. 

 

Conesus/Livonia – A 30 gallon bag = $2.00.  A cubic yard of bulk scrap = $30.00. 

 

Geneseo/Groveland – A small kitchen bag = $1.00. A 30 gallon bag = $3.00. A 55 gallon drum = $6.00. 

Loose refuse = $1.00 per cu. ft.  

 

Mount Morris – A 10-20 gallon “kitchen” bag = $2.50. A trash can bag up to 39 gallons = $5.00.  A large 

“leaf” bag up to 49 gallons =$7.50.  A commercial bag (50+ gallons) = $10.00 

 

 

Available Alternatives 

 

West Sparta provides the trash/garbage collection and transfer facility in order to offer an alternative to 

residents whose household size and/or lifestyle does not warrant contracting with a rubbish and garbage 

removal service.  It is understood that the “alternative” offered by the Town may not be the most 

convenient or economical for all of the Town’s households.  This is something that each household must 

determine. 

 

The following commercial rubbish and garbage removal services are known to serve West Sparta 

households. 

Morgan’s Waste – 585-335-6099 

Waste Management – 888-5754-7545 


